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Fig. 1 Percentage of Chulalongkorn University (CU) students with fixed orthodontic treatment experience
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Table 1

students

Relationships between fixed orthodontic treatment experience and socio-demographic characteristics among CU

Without orthodontic

Socio-Demographic

treatment experience

With orthodontic

treatment experience

Characteristics p-value
Number % Number %

Sex <.001
Male 158 77.5 46 22,5
Female 269 62.4 162 37.6

Faculty Discipline .001
Health science 99 74.4 34 25.6
General science 143 73.7 51 26.3
Art/social science 185 60.1 123 39.9

Father education J21
Up to bachelor degree 365 68.6 167 31.4
Higher than bachelor degree 62 60.2 41 39.8

Hometown 146
Bangkok and Metropolitan region 308 65.5 162 34.5
Other provinces 119 721 46 27.9

Total 427 67.2 208 32.8
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Table 2 Relationships between fixed orthodontic treatment experience of students and that of significant others

Without orthodontic With orthodontic
Significant Other’s . .
treatment experience treatment experience
experience p-value
Number % Number %
Peer group 424
Yes 338 66.4 171 33.6
No 89 70.6 37 29.4
Relatives .001
Yes 114 57.9 83 421
No 313 715 125 28.5
Siblings < .001
Yes 135 55.1 110 44.9
No 292 74.9 98 25.1
M With treatment experience [ 1 Without treatment experience
Chi-square = 39.5, p < .001
100%
80%
0,
B0% 88.0
40%
20%
12.0
0% T T
Non user Not remember

= v o & . 4 v o a a | @ “ A
3N 2 a0 wwudIzwiIvlee umsaimsiasumssadusfiadauuuiunisldiuuinns
nuanysulusavvasi-a
Fig. 2 Relationship between fixed orthodontic treatment experience and dental service

utilization among CU students
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Fig. 3 Relationship between fixed orthodontic treatment experience and satisfaction with

current tooth alignment
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Abstract

Objectives Orth odontic uptake among adolescents appears to increase in Thai society. The purposes
of this research were to assess the rate of fixed orthodontic treatment experiences among first-year
students at Chulalongkorn University (CU) and to identify its associating factors.

Materials and methods A cross-sectional survey was conducted on a stratified-clustered sample
of 800 first-year CU students. About 635 completed questionnaires were returned, giving a 79.4%
response rate.

Results Approximately 32.8 % of subjects experienced fixed orthodontic treatment; divided into
20.6% with orthodontic treatment completed, 8.5% with undergoing orthodontic treatment, and 3.6%
with orthodontic treatment discontinued. There were significant relationships between orthodontic
treatment experience and several factors, including sex (p < .001), faculty discipline (p = .001), history
of relatives’ orthodontic treatment (p = .001), history of siblings’ orthodontic treatment (p < .001),
dental service utilization behavior (p < .001), and satisfaction with current tooth alignment (p =.001).
Conclusion In conclusion, CU students experience a relatively high rate of fixed orthodontic
treatment. Certain social characteristics exert an influential role on orthodontic treatment rates. Therefore,
considerations on psychosocial dimensions are needed in order to understand the decision making

process of orthodontic care.
(CU Dent J. 2005;28:199-210)
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