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Table 1 Background characteristics of the sample, classified by class
Characteristics t year ‘ year o year Total
n % n % n % n %

Gender

Male 40 33.1 19 27.1 27 40.3 86 33.3

Female 81 66.9 51 72.9 40 59.7 172 66.7
Hometown

Bangkok / Peri-metropolitan 70 57.8 50 71.4 47 70.2 167 64.7

Other province 51 42.1 20 28.6 20 29.9 91 35.3
Father’s education

Up to secondary education 30 25.2 25 36.2 26 40.0 81 32.0

College and higher 89 74.8 44 63.8 39 60.0 172 68.0
Admission scheme

Entrance examination 84 69.4 62 88.6 58 86.6 204 79.1

C.U.-Rural 9 7.4 8 11.4 9 13.4 26 10.1

Southern region 28 23.1 —* - —* - 28 10.9

* The scheme has not existed
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Table 2 Planned short-term and long-term practice location among C.U. dental students, classified by class
Short-term (%) Long-term (%)
Practice location (n = 138) (n = 137)

15t year 3'd year oth year  Total 15t year 3™ year oth year Total

Bangkok/ Peri-

metropolitan 8.3 8.1 12.2 9.4 57.8 79.3 68.2 65.7
Central 30.0 45.9 31.7 34.8 1.6 3.4 2.3 2.2
Eastern 8.3 2.7 12.2 8.0 3.7 3.4 6.8 4.4
Northern 10.0 13.5 12.2 11.6 1.6 0.0 4.5 2.2
Southern 35.0 13.5 7.3 21.0 29.7 0.0 2.3 14.6
Northeastern 8.3 16.2 24.4 15.2 6.3 13.8 15.9 10.9

91.7 Chi square = 188.22, df= 25, p < .001, n = 93
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Fig. 2 Stability and change in planned practice location between short-term and long-term timeframes
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Table 3 Important factors for deciding long-term practice location as compared between changers and

non-changers

Factors Changers Non-changers p-value
Mean S.D. Mean S.D.

Urban factors 2.26 0.40 1.75 0.69 <.001
Good transportation 2.59 0.55 1.88 0.98 <.001
High economic level 2.10 0.72 1.32 1.06 <.001
Good living conditions 2.13 0.61 1.56 0.97 .001
Being Bangkok / peri-metropolitian 2.51 0.72 0.94 1.14 <.001
No isolation from professional colleagues 2.03 0.71 1.66 0.87 .032
High income potential 2.33 0.62 2.06 0.79 .080
Availability of dental facilities 2.31 0.52 2.04 0.78 .069
Access to continuing education 2.00 0.79 1.94 0.79 724
Availability of good school for children 2.33 0.62 2.35 0.93 .935

Rural factors 1.61 0.49 1.84 0.62 .054
Being province assigned for bonded placement 1.46 0.84 2.00 1.00 .009
Chance for close relationship with community 1.44 0.68 1.84 0.87 .019
Geographical preference 2.15 0.84 2.08 1.07 724
Availability of interesting cases 1.82 0.72 1.88 0.92 .740
Shortage of dentists 1.59 0.72 1.88 1.00 130
Good climate / nearby traveling attraction 1.51 0.82 1.74 0.80 194
Cultural exposure 1.26 0.85 1.50 0.91 .200

Hometown factors 1.76 0.44 1.54 0.62 .054
Hometown / nearness to family 2.74 0.50 2.58 0.67 191
Spouse’s hometown (if any) 2.26 0.68 2.02 0.98 .206
Proximity to own dental school 0.97 0.87 0.76 0.92 261

Proximity to own postgraduate school (if any) 1.08 0.81 0.82 0.94 178
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Table 4  Stepwise logistic regression models of changing long-term practice location
Predictors Relocation Model Long-term Location Model "
Constant -4.60 -13.11
Hometown 3.68 7.79
(Bangkok / peri-metropolitan =1,
other province = 0)
Planned long-term practice sector 3.36 0.15
(Private =1, Government = 0)
Southern region admission scheme - -11.86
(Yes =1, No =0)
Urban factor score - 5.06
% Correctly classified 90.9% 96.9%
Nagelkerke R? .735 .928

*

Dependent variable : Changers = 1, Non-changers

0

*%* Dependent variable : Bangkok / Peri-metropolitan = 1, Other province = 0
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Short-term and long-term planned
selection of practice location among

Chulalongkorn dental students

Chanchai Hosanguan B.Sc. (Hons), D.D.S. (Hons), M.S.

Department of Community Dentistry, Faculty of Dentistry, Chulalongkorn University

Abstract
Objectives The purposes of this study were to compare short-term and long-term planned practice
locations among Chulalongkorn (C.U.) dental students and to identity factors related to perceived

changes of practice location.

Materials and methods The study sample consisted of 258 first-, third-, and sixth-year C.U.
dental students. Self-administered questionnaires were used to collect data about short-term and
long-term planned practice locations and relating factors. Stepwise logistic regression analyses

were performed to identity predictors of perceived change of practice location.

Results About 94.8% of C.U. dental students expected to undergo bonded service. However,
only 34.8% intended to continue the service after the 3—year bonded period. In the short-term timeframe,
91.6% of students planned for locations outside Bangkok and peri-metropolitan. On the other hand,
the majority of students (65.7%) planned for locations in Bangkok and peri-metropolitan in the
long-term timeframe. Comparison between the 2 timeframes revealed 57.0% of students with
stability of practice location and 43.0% with perceived location change. Logistic regression
analyses identified 2 predictors of perceived location change: having hometown in Bangkok and

peri-metropolitan and long-term private career choice.

Conclusion Patterns of planned practice location differ between the 2 timeframes. The majority of
dental students intend to move into Bangkok and peri-metropolitan areas. This urban migration may

reflect long-term adjustment of social dislocation.

(CU Dent J. 2008;31:87-102)
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