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Table 1 Number and percentage of respondents according to gender and class
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Hui : : . R 39
FIUIU sagar* U sauns*

& ol

FuLlN 1 18 23. 60 76.9 78
FULN 2 2 23.9 67 76. 88
& oy

autlh 3 18 21.4 66 78.6 84
& oy

Futlh 4 14.6 a 85.4 48
& oy

qullh s 8 12.7 55 87.3 63
P4 -

qutln ¢ 1 16.7 55 83.3 66
sounngull 83 19.4 344 80.6 427

*anrFagacAnmuduiiiiuvan

X' = 4.85 df =5, p=0.435
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Table 2 Family background characteristics of respondents according to gender

é’num:f;u_qqu %18l (n = 83) wis (n = 344)
NeATaUATI FTIUMU  FRERT* TIUIU Fauac*
nswun
NIUMWNMUATUAZTHUNA 60 72.3 241 70.1
ANAINIRA 23 27.7 103 29.9
AN geqATasiion
LifulszonAnm 16 19.8 73 21.3
ASUNANN 24 29.6 59 17.2
gaNNsaNAN an 50.6 211 61.5
NTANMNEIGATBINNTAT
TdidulssanAnm 29 35.4 88 25.7
NBUNAN 17 20.7 56 16.3
AN ENANEN 36 43.9 199 58.0
msfiASeganlsznauandnuie
madnmagludsdninugunin**
a7 1T 12 14.5 a1 12.0
Ao 23 28.4 85 25.0
Rau 42 50.6 232 68.0

* gnsnFasacAannnATlunan
** Ranpauliuinndn 1 Mens

AN

0.038

0.677
0.626
0.004
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%
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x2 =632, df=2, p=0.043
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Figure 1 Percentage of respondents who selected dentistry as first, second and third choices at the entrance examination,

according to gender
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Table 3 Respondents’ reasons for choice of dentistry as a carcer, according to gender
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o o elaia a ade £ -
o {luaiwhilifush AAnarTiudeAx 40.0 41.2 0.948
o o
o {lusdnivnaula 37.3 42.8 0.435
- o A owm Ay
o Juandnduilunseanirranlszina 32.5 28.6 0.564
o {luendndlarunsnszdusniinanzm 19.3 30.4 0.059
o uadniiinIuannsuiuszwing 25.3 23.2 0.790
mangefuarnalfim
a dv
o uadinivime 19.3 14.0 0.299
- Alv- ' o va
o luandnilivinusaniugau 12.2 17.4 0.328
o = - < '
o usinnilanmadenAnmnslinaiuarm 12.0 15.5 0.541
) i4 V@« o - 4
o luanalddunumAniianirasiiuviununnd 8.4 9.4 0.961
A a & van Vo ° 1o - - - a ol aa
WeaRnrantgnliAinmuusiuntidalunmsiden Yunaunntaniainisan (P = 0.026) luausynidan
a a e ¢ a | ' o - “ a 1% - o MY | o
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“ o e valn Voo ° iaa ' - - a - ot @ v o °
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o Vain v o . A a4 e ¢ 1an W
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Table 4 Persons who counsel respondents to select dentistry as a career, according to gender

18l Wy
dlvAusnmuusin . . . . AN
s daua: s daue:
v -
Ll nmyaraau 37 45.1 88 25.6 0.001
4 *
inmyaraau
o dmwnrm 32 39.0 184 53.5 0.026
- ! & o
o RaudanauisanAnm 14 17.1 85 24.7 0.185
® AZUUZLUY 14 17.0 60 17.4 1.000
® Vunuwnd 5 6.1 38 0 0.257
® du1 12 14.6 50 14.5 1.000

% 2 llv ] [l
LRaNAAULANINNIT 1 AEN
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Table 5 Respondents’ attitudes towards practicing dentistry according to gender
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719 (n=83) wa (n=344)
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o {ThiAninfifesdinnuiufinteuge 93.9 96.8 0.208
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AN TnaEN T
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® ﬁ"r‘.-'lf‘-rliﬂ1?:'13"1?21"”“|:ilﬁ'..-T:;',f.‘:"l-'.v:"l-rm 50.5 59.6 0.170
o vuivhilanwvainuany 51.2 52.3 0.953
o nifiargniledtessiiiue 39.8 41.0 0.935
® savivuiunaagulszan 32.5 39.0 0.335
o fiAnuimaftafuamusiuadudnin 15.7 17.0 0.896
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Figure 2 Percentage of respondents who considered pursuing various specialty trainings, according to gender
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Figure 3 Percentage of respondents who considered quitting dental career at various age groups, according to gender
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Figure 4 Percentage of respondents who anticipated impacts of child bearing on dental practices, according to gender
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The influence of gender role on career choice
in dental students at Faculty of Dentistry,
Chulalongkorn University

Chanchai Hosanguan, D.D.S., M.S.!
Jirawat Kiertiburanakul?

Pongkarn Soonthornchai’

IDepartment of Community Dentistry, Faculty of Dentistry, Chulalongkorn University
2 Dental student, Faculty of Dentistry, Chulalongkom University

Abstract

Objectives The purpose of this study is to investigate the influence of gender role on selecting dentistry as
a career and on the future career plan after graduation. .
Materials and methods The sample comprised of all 616 dental students at Faculty of Dentistry,
Chulalongkorn University in academic year 1999. Self-administered questionnaires were used to
collect data on decision regarding dental career choice, as well as future career plan. Comparative
analyses were performed between male and female dental students.

Results A group of 427 dental students returned completed questionnaires; 344 females (80.6
per cent) and 83 males (19.4 per cent). It was found that the number of female dental students
deciding on dentistry as first career choice was significantly higher than the number of male counterparts
(P < 0.05). While most female dental students were usually advised on career choice by their parents,
many male students decided by themselves to choose dental career. In addition, a larger proportion
of female dental students had relatives who were working or studying in the fields of health science
than male students (P < 0.05). With respect to future career plan, there was a significant difference
of the perceived impact of having children on working hours between male and female dental students
(P < 0.05).

Conclusion Gender role seemed to exert an influence on dental career choice and may be influential

in determining future career pattern.
(CU Dent J 2004; 27:19-31)

Key words : career choice, dental student; gender
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